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From the Principal
During this term there are a 
number of events that students 
are looking forward to being 
involved in. Students from Years 
11 and 12 are already practising 
for their Deb Ball held during 
the last week of this term. There are two camps a 
number of excursions and other special activities 
to both challenge students and provide them with 
the opportunity to reinforce and practise skills 
they are learning.

Currently members of the school community are 
being surveyed to ascertain whether Heatherwood 
Student reports should be digitalised and available 
to families on the internet. Student reports will be 
completed towards the end of the term.

We are hoping (optimistically) to begin to move 
into our new facilities this term. The first programs 
that will operate from their new rooms will be 
Science / STEAM, Digital Technology and Physical 
Education.

It is very important for parents/carers and other 
members of the community to come to the 
administration centre to sign in the visitor’s book. 
If there is a necessity for someone to go into the 
school this should only occur once the office is 
notified. It is in the interests of everyone’s wellbeing 
that visitors to the school DO NOT go directly into 
the school without going to the office. I would 
greatly appreciate the communities support and 
co-operation with this matter.

Paul Hills - Principal

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May

6/5 Mon Year 10 Camp-Angelsea 
9/5 Thu

June

7/6 Fri Curriculum Day  
  No students attend on this day

10/6 Mon Queen’s Birthday Holiday  
  No School on this day

26/6 Wed Debutante Ball

28/6 Fri House Day-Athletics

28/6 Fri Last day of Term 2  
  Finish at 1:50pm

Reporting on Line
Thank you to parents who have 
responded to phone calls from 
teachers getting your feedback 
on reports. If you have not yet 
been contacted, please call the 
school and speak to me and I will 
explain the Heatherwood initiative in accessing 
reports on line. When we have contacted parents 
we will inform the school community on the 
decision of the School Council and how we will 
proceed. Thankyou 

Lesley Foster - Assistant Principal  
(Teaching and Learning Coach)

ANZAC Commemorative Ceremony 
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Congratulations!
Congratulations to past student, Sam Randall (left in 2012), who recently represented 
Australia in Basketball at the Special Olympics in Abu Dhabi, receiving a gold medal. 
Well done, Sam!

SAM RANDALL

It’s back for 2019! Once again our school is taking part in the Woolworths Earn & Learn community program.  
From Wednesday May 1st to Tuesday June 25th 2019, Woolworths will give you one Earn & Learn sticker 
for every $10 you spend in store (excluding the purchase of cigarettes, alcohol and gift cards). Bring your 
stickers to school and place them in the letterbox outside the Gym Office.There’s no limit to the number 
of points we can collect, so your participation will really make a difference. The more stickers collected, the 
more points we earn, the more resources we can order!

Thank you in advance and happy collecting!
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Alpine Bike Camp (1st-5th April, 2019)

Aiming High on the Alpine Ride
Congratulations to Middle and Senior School students 
Cameron Champness, Thomas Knight, Robin Gaber, 
Leah Hayes, Maiah Oates and Matthew Vaughan for 
completing the annual Alpine Ride Bike Camp with 
staff members Anthony Lenaghan, David Gall and 
Martha Noone. The camp was held in the last week 
of Term 1.

This event is run every year in the Myrtleford region 
of north-eastern Victoria and involves students 
and staff from around 12 specialist schools from 
across the state. Support is also provided by staff 
and volunteers from Blackwood Outdoor Specialist 
School, Victoria Police, Myrtleford Football/Netball 
Club and St Johns Ambulance.

During the Tuesday and Thursday, students rode 
either 82km or 106km between Beechworth and 
Bright on the Murray to the Mountains Rail Trail. 
Thursday afternoon supplied foul weather with 
steady rain and a cold wind.  The riders showed great 
courage and skill to keep going in tough conditions.

Each year we award the Max Woolcock Medal to 
the student who gave the most tenacious and team-
oriented performance effort on the camp, and 
during the 8 weeks of training.  This year’s winner 
was Thomas Knight from Year 11.

All students should be proud of this significant 
achievement.

Anthony Lenaghan -  
Specialist Teacher (Outdoor Education)
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We were both looking forward to our first bike camp 
with six excited but slightly nervous students. The ones 
who departed on the bus from school to Myrtleford 
were different students to the ones that came home. 
 
The five days away offered students many opportunities to push 
themselves outside their comfort zones, make new friends, and 
realise that they can achieve beyond their expectations. Some of the favourite 
moments were setting up at the campsite, and watching the students independently 
chatting and playing games as a small group, even after a huge day riding! 
 
All participants impressed with their positive attitudes and resilience by achieving amazing 
results despite the elements of rain, wind and heat across the two days of riding. They 
not only encouraged each other to try their best, but embraced a sense of community 
by supporting students in need across the camp.  When given the opportunity, students 
enjoyed the challenge of leading the pack to the finish line, and cheering each other on. 

It was great to see the exhausted but proud bike riders leaving school on the last day of term 
after a terrific and memorable camp.

David Gall - Education Support 
Martha Noone - Teacher
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Over three days, Carolyn Argent from The Shrine 
Outreach Program led an exciting and informative 
incursion on WW1with the focus on what the 
soldiers wore and how they survived in the 
trenches. Students remembered family who had 
fought in the First World War and the information 
from Carolyn’s past visits. Carolyn presented to 
every class in the School and was received with 
excitement and warmth. The students loved the 
incursion remembering the information and asking 
relevant questions. Every year Carolyn presents a 
different aspect of the ANZAC’s to the Heatherwood 
students keeping the learning alive and active. The 
presentation experience of world war one was 
exhibited with incredible photographs and letters 
of real life experiences.   The students experienced 
what it was like to wear a heavy metal hat to stop 
the bullets or an army jacket made of pure wool. The 
insight of ANZAC day through this practical incursion 
built students’ knowledge and understanding of the 
ANZAC story.

Humanities Team

ANZAC Incursion and Ceremony 
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Georgia O’Keeffe Year 8 tissue paper collages

Grant Wood - Year 9 Supermix collage

In first term the students 

of Heatherwood have 

been looking at different 

artists for inspiration. 

Some of the artists studied include 

Vincent van Gogh, Yayoi Kusama, Nick 

Cave, Gustav Klimt and Banksy. Here is a 

quick look across year 7-10 at some of the 

creative and talented work our students 

have been producing

Julie Burbidge - Visual art teacher

Visual and Performing Art 
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Renne Magritte- Year 7 digital art project

Takashi Murakami- Year10 mixed media collage

DRAMA
Heatherwood School senior Drama Class is once again a participant in the “Drama Victoria 
Theatre Festival” In this project the students attend a symposium on creative play making 
and receive a full brief on a concept about which they must create a theatrical event of fifteen 
minutes duration. This year’s symposium presented the students with the importance 
of the crib used by indigenous people to carry, support and protect their babies. This 
object  “the coolamon” is of enormous practical and symbolic significance to indigenous 
Australians which our students came to fully appreciate. The students were also invited to consider the many 
complex social / political issues raised by the ‘stolen generation’ controversy. The students participated in 
these rather intense Drama activities with their peers in mainstream schools and performed very well. They 
did a great deal for the image and reputation of people with mild disabilities. Well Done everyone.

 They will now work on their theatrical event in Drama classes of a Monday morning and present to an 
audience at the Sacred Heart College Heidelberg on Tuesday June 4th. I personally have no idea what they 
will come up with but I know it will be outstanding.

ART
Julie has a volunteer assistant every Monday.  Annette is a recently retired Art teacher and is delighted to be 
able to assist the Heatherwood students with her time and expertise. Julie is delighted to have assistance 
with year 10 students such that she is able to use materials and resources that she would not otherwise have 
the time to prepare adequately. We are extremely grateful for Annette’s generosity and hope her time with 
us at Heatherwood is long and happy.

Tony Walker - Performing Art Teacher
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Horticulture 
J8 & J9 students working hard spreading mulch around the gardens to help restore them after the builders 
have finished working.

Max Mayle - Horticulture Teacher
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Gateway LLEN – AGM
On Friday March 22nd our students 
were invited to join the Gateway 
LLEN annual general meeting 
held at the Whitehorse Centre in 
Nunawading. Gateway LLEN is 
an important local learning and 
employment network with a long 
affiliation with Heatherwood 
School. 

It was a great honour to meet their guest speaker 
on the day Dylan Alcott. You may know Dylan as a 
presenter on the footy show but he is also a three 
time Paralympic gold medallist, four time Paralympic 
medallist in two sports, seven time Grand Slam Quad 
Singles Champion in tennis and the current World 
Number 1.

Our students were thrilled with his presentation 
where he spoke of his resilience and persistence 
when achieving his goals. He spoke with humour and 
provided some insight into where you can go with 
some hard work and focus. A big congratulations to 
Phillip, Savannah and Ben for coming up with some 
great questions for Dylan. 

Thank you also to Deb Heland and David Gall.

Emma Collins - Teacher (Senior School)
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SRC
NEW POSITIONS ON SRC AND AMBASSADORS 
At Middle School assembly our new SRC Presidents and Community Partners and 
leadership position for the Ambassadors will be announced and students will receive 
their badges. Our Presidents for 2019 are Amaka Omo and Maddi Spencer and our 
community partners (Vice President positions ) are Cooper Giles and Heidi Monssen. 
Our student leader of the Ambassador program is Katie Spencer. Congratulations to 
these students!

THANK YOU FROM MONASH HOSPITAL 
We received a letter from Monash Hospital thanking the Heatherwood Community 
for raising money for their programs involving sick children. The Vice Principal of the 
Hospital School came to talk to all of our students and gave a presentation on what they 
do at the Hospital. Some of our students were invited to come and visit their school.

SCHOOL CAPTAINS 
A proposal went to Leadership meeting regarding Heatherwood School Captains 
running Friday Assembly for all sections of the school. This proposal was approved and 
School Captains will begin after this weeks’ sports carnival. 

Lynda Den Elzen - Teacher (SRC)

A MOMENT OF SCIENCE
This term has started with lots of experiments, predictions and questions. Our Year 7s 
have made their own animal cells using Jelly and Jubes as part of their ‘Life’ studies. In our 
quest to understand the states of matter, our Year 8s have exploded popcorn (from a safe 
distance) and filmed this in spectacular slow motion action. Year 9s are learning about 
the structure of the earth and we have commenced with our own model of layers of the 
earth. Our Year 10s are still working on their Judobots using water hydraulics to power 
their mechanical components. They will shortly be moving onto genetics. All this hands-on 
learning has generated lots of productive and observational chatter. There is definitely no 
silence in science lessons.

Patrizia Sendeckyj - Teacher (Science/STEAM)

Cell made from Jelly and Jubes Completed Judobot


